
Large Format Digital File Requirements

Applications (our current versions)

• Quark (6.1)
• InDesign (CS2)
• Illustrator (CS2)
• Photoshop (CS2)
• Acrobat (6.0)

Prepress Platform

• Mac OS X (10.4)
• Most PC files have no trouble converting on our system.

Submission formats

• CD
• DVD
• Zip disk (100mb only)
• FTP (call for instructions) FOR FILES OVER 3MB
• Email (jobs@rciprov.com) FOR FILES UNDER 3MB

Layout files

• Set up all files proportionately to intended output size.
• Set document size to represent final trim size. For files requiring bleed, place at least .125" bleed all the way around the outside of the document

boundaries.
• Do a "Collect for output" (Quark) or "Package" (InDesign) to gather all the component elements of your layout file (images, fonts, profiles, etc.).
• Do not use the Stylize palette in Quark and InDesign (to italicize or bold, for example). Use the font menu.
• If submitting a PDF file, be sure that it was created using the "Press Quality" distiller setting option.
• Do NOT embed your images in Illustrator, and be sure to include them along with your Illustrator file.
• Indicate any cutouts, cut lines, or placement of overlying images by lines in a separate layer in the document.
• Do not use Illustrator if any of your linked images exceed 250mb.
• Be sure to include fonts used in links, including those in Photoshop.
• Hard copy is always required. Call out your PMS colors on your hard copy.

Image Resolutions

• For our grand format Vutek printer, image resolution should be 150dpi, but can possibly be as low as 72dpi at final size in some cases. If type is
embedded into an image file, resolution should be between 150 - 300dpi. 

• For our HP DesignJet Z6100, photographic quality can be achieved with images saved at 300dpi, but print satisfactorily for non-photographic 
purposes at 150dpi.

• For scanned images being processed by our photo lab, 320dpi at final size is required for prints. Slide output resolution is 300dpi at 7.33"x11".

Color Matching (critical colors)

• Specify spot colors as Pantone Coated.
• If matching something other than PMS chip, send a sample large enough to match to (no business cards please).
• PMS tints (screens) may have unexpected results. If used, use percentages ending in 0 to facilitate matching to Pantone standard tints.
• When in the planning stage of setting up files for a large project, it is a good idea to ask for test Pantone swatches from our printers. This avoids

unnecessary color matching issues at the end of a job.
• Be aware that certain colors will not print exactly as spec'd on certain printers on certain media. Some colors are more prone to banding than others.

Color in Images

• Leave native RGB images alone. Do not convert to CMYK.
• Scans are usually color matched to original unless told to do otherwise. Any file manipulation, severe color correction, or retouching is extra charge.
• It is almost impossible to "match the laser print" when doing image color correction. Close is good. It is not our mission or responsibility to 

recalibrate our printers to match our clients' proofing systems on an individual basis.
• Including a Standard color bar is most helpful when originals are shot elsewhere.
• Sometimes it is best to do pre-production print proofs of images with various color calibrations then place the most pleasing into the layout.

49 concord street
providence, ri 02904

TEL 401.351.4407
FAX 401.751.3702

EMAIL jobs@rciprov.com
WEB www.rciprov.com


